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Shining as Stars - Philippians 2:12-18 
 
Topics:   
Arguments, Believers, Complaining, God, Jesus Christ, Joy, Obedience, 
People, Sacrifice, Salvation, Serving, Sin, Witnessing, Work 
 
Open It Questions 
 
1. Would you prefer to explore the universe aboard a spacecraft or 
 looking through a powerful telescope? Why?  
             
             
              
 
2. What do you most enjoy about the nighttime sky?  
             
             
              
 
3. What is the most frequent complaint you hear?  
             
             
              
 
4. Who pointed the way for you in your first job?  
             
             
              
 
Explore It Questions 
 
5. What did the Philippian Christians need to obey? (2:12)  
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6. What were the Philippian believers to work out? (2:12)  
             
             
              
 
7. How would God help the Philippians obey Him? (2:12-13)  
             
             
              
 
8. What instructions did Paul give in relation to everyday Christian 
 living? (2:14-16)  
             
             
              
 
9. Why were the Philippians not shining "like stars" in their world? 
 (2:14-16)  
             
             
              
 
10. Why did the Philippian assembly need to show a united front to 
 unbelievers? (2:14-16)  
 
11. What would enable Paul to boast about the Philippians? (2:14-16)  
             
             
              
 
12. Whose honor was Paul concerned about? (2:16)  
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13. How did Paul view his own life? (2:17)  
             
             
              
 
14. How did Paul view the faith of the Philippian believers? (2:17)  
             
             
              
 
15. What did Paul want his friends at Philippi to experience? (2:18)  
             
             
              
 
Get It Questions 
 
16. What does it mean "to work out your salvation with fear and 
 trembling"?  
             
             
              
 
17. What do you tend to complain and argue about?  
             
             
              
 
18. What godly qualities make Christians "shine like stars"?  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A18


4 
 

19. How does shining for Christ encourage others to be drawn to Him? 
             
             
              
 
20. What Christian leader has personally invested in your growth as a 
 follower of Christ?  
             
             
              
 
21. How can you help new believers "shine like stars" for God’s 
 kingdom?  
             
             
              
 
 
Apply It Questions 
 
22. In what situations this week do you need to make a conscious 
 effort not to complain or argue?  
             
             
              
 
23. Before whom do you want to shine in your place of work or 
 neighborhood? In what ways can you do so?  
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24. What sacrifices can you make for the sake of others today?  
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TOPICS

• Arguments
• Believers
• Complaining
• God
• Jesus Christ
• Joy
• Obedience

• People
• Sacrifice
• Salvation
• Serving
• Sin
• Witnessing
• Work
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Philippians 2:12-18
“Shine Like Stars

OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

1. Would you prefer to explore the 
universe aboard a spacecraft or 
looking through a powerful 
telescope? Why? 
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“Shine Like Stars

OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

2. What do you most enjoy about 
the nighttime sky?  
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OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

3. What is the most frequent 
complaint you hear? 
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OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

4. Who pointed the way for you 
in your first job? 
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Philippians 2:12-18
“Shine Like Stars

INTRODUCTION

Believers ought to follow Christ’s 
example not only to bring unity 
and peace to the church, but also 
so that no one in the outside world 
would be able to find any fault 
with them. 
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“Shine Like Stars

INTRODUCTION

Philippi was a pagan city; Paul 
wanted these believers to be 
unified, morally pure, and filled 
with good works so that they 
could bring the light of Christ into 
their dark world. Is your light 
shining for Christ?
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SCRIPTURE

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure.
14 Do all things without murmurings and 
disputings:



Philippians 2:12-18
“Shine Like Stars

SCRIPTURE

15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the 
world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not 
run in vain, neither laboured in vain.
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SCRIPTURE

17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith, I 
joy, and rejoice with you all.
18 For the same cause also do ye joy 
and rejoice with me.
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5. What did the Philippian Christians need to obey? 
(2:12) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A12
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“Shine Like Stars

5. What did the 
Philippian 
Christians need to 
obey? (2:12) 

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have 
always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more 
in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling.
(2:12 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A12
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6. What were the Philippian believers to 
work out? (2:12-13) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A12-13
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“Shine Like Stars

6. What were the 
Philippian 
believers to work 
out? (2:12) 

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have 
always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. (2:12 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A12-13
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7. How would God help the Philippians 
obey Him? (2:12-13) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A12-13
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“Shine Like Stars

7. How would 
God help the 
Philippians obey 
Him? (2:12-13) 

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. (2:12-13 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A12-13


Philippians 2:14-16
“Shine Like Stars

8. What instructions did Paul give in 
relation to everyday Christian 
living? (2:14-16) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A14-16
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8. What instructions 
did Paul give in 
relation to everyday 
Christian living? 
(2:14-16) 

14 Do all things without murmurings and 
disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons 
of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice 
in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain. (2:14-16 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A14-16
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9. Why were the Philippians not shining 
"like stars" in their world? (2:14-16) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A14-16
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9. Why were 
the Philippians 
not shining 
"like stars" in 
their world? 
(2:14-16) 

14 Do all things without murmurings and 
disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run 
in vain, neither laboured in vain. 
(2:14-16 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A14-16
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10. Why did the Philippian assembly need to show 
a united front to unbelievers? (2:14-16) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A14-16
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10. Why did the 
Philippian 
assembly need 
to show a 
united front 
to unbelievers? 
(2:14-16) 

14 Do all things without murmurings and 
disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run 
in vain, neither laboured in vain.
(2:14-16 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A14-16
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11. What would enable Paul to boast about the 
Philippians? (2:14-16) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A14-16


Philippians 2:14-16
“Shine Like Stars

11. What would 
enable Paul 
to boast 
about the 
Philippians? 
(2:14-16)

14 Do all things without murmurings and 
disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain. 
(2:14-16 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A14-16
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12. Whose honor was Paul concerned about? 
(2:16) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A16
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12. Whose 
honor was 
Paul 
concerned 
about? 
(2:16) 

Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have 
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.
(2:16 KJV

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A16


Philippians 2:17
“Shine Like Stars

13. How did Paul view his own life? 
(2:17) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A17


Philippians 2:17
“Shine Like Stars

13. How did 
Paul view 
his own 
life? 
(2:17) 

Yea, and if I be offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith, I 
joy, and rejoice with you all. 
(2:17 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A17


Philippians 2:17
“Shine Like Stars

14. How did Paul view the faith of the 
Philippian believers? (2:17) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A17
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14. How did Paul 
view the faith 
of the Philippian 
believers? (2:17) 

Yea, and if I be offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your 
faith, I joy, and rejoice with you 
all. (2:17 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A17
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15. What did Paul want his friends at 
Philippi to experience? (2:18) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A18
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15. What did Paul 
want his 
friends at 
Philippi to 
experience? 
(2:18) 

For the same cause also do ye joy 
and rejoice with me. (2:18 KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A18
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16. What does it mean "to work out 
your salvation with fear and 
trembling"? 

17. What do you tend to complain 
and argue about? 

GET IT 
QUESTIONS



Philippians 2:17
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18. What godly qualities make 
Christians "shine like stars"? 

19. How does shining for Christ 
encourage others to be drawn to 
Him?

GET IT 
QUESTIONS



Philippians 2:17
“Shine Like Stars

20. What Christian leader has 
personally invested in your growth 
as a follower of Christ? 

21. How can you help new believers 
"shine like stars" for God’s 
kingdom? 

GET IT 
QUESTIONS



Philippians 2:17
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APPLY IT 
QUESTIONS

22. In what situations this week do 
you need to make a conscious 
effort not to complain or argue? 

23. Before whom do you want to 
shine in your place of work or 
neighborhood? In what ways 
can you do so? 



Philippians 2:17
“Shine Like Stars

APPLY IT 
QUESTIONS

24. What sacrifices can you make 
for the sake of others today? 



NEXT WEEK’S 
LESSON

Philippians 2:19-30

“Paul Commends 
Timothy and 

Epaphroditus”
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